The Great Temple at Tanjore.

THE RAJARAJESVARAM—TEMPLE OF
SRI BRIHADISVARA—AT TANJORE.

Tanjore, the Toyal city of the Cholas, the Nayaks,
and the Mahrattas, is the eighth largest in the Presidency,
and, is on the main libe of the South Indian Railway,
218 miles south of Madras. It lics in N. Lat: 10747 E.
long, 79-10°24.', and is sel amidst the vast deltaic tract
of the Cauvery, known as the Garden of South India
As the capital of a succession of ancient Hindu dynasties,
and, in aifagcs; ate of the chief politicals literary and
religious centres of the South, the city is full of interesting
associations.

Tanjavur or Tanjore derives it name  from
Tanjan—an asura (giant) who according to local legend
devastated. the nuighhaﬂrhuo{l and was killed by Sri
Anandavalli Amman and Vishnuy, Sri Nilameghapperumal.
Tanjan's dying request that the city might be named
after him was granted. This tradhition is- perpetualed
by the temple of Sri Tanjapurisvara and Anandavalli
Amman; and (he temple of Sri Nilameghappernmal,
criginally built in Vambulamsolai,) and later removid
to the bank of the Vennar, 1wo miles north of the city.
Another derivation of the name is from Tanjam or refuge
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which . makes it mean 'the Cily of refuge’. The
Tanjupuri-Mahabmya derives the name from Tunga or
Kulottunga, a Chola king who according to (his Sihala-
purana buill Tanjore and named il Tungapura afler him.
This does not seem to be borne out by any historical
account, The cily also goes by the pame of Alagai—
Hwes as lradition says that Kubera siayed and wor-
shipped here.

The city has passed through saripus vigissitudes
of fortune. Within historwcal {imes, Tenjore has been
the capital of the Muttaraiyars (gpdswmsind), and nexd,
that of the later Cholas [during the 9th and 101l centuries)
from the time Vijayalaya ' (A. D, 846-880) the founder of
that line, conquered it from the Muttaraivars and selected
itas his capital in prelerence lo Uriiyur (now a suburb
of Trichinopoly). the seat of the ancient Cholas; later it
was @ mere royal residence when Rujendra T (A, D.

1] Vﬂﬂ?ﬂm-uw Tanjore —Ths Kanyskamari stase lescriptian of ibe
Ch'a Vimrsj Digwa (Son- BN, (md., Vol "XV, p, 47) sam; ""He
(Vijayalaya) established in the Chofa conntry, the City of Tanjapori which was
prafsed even by Urahma sod oihee Godh, and which flauribed with all good
qualities belng & newly fomnded fown ™ (ve. 34), Vijiyalsya bs hirs sl 10 tm
coostructed anew the cily of Tanfspuei in the Chola Couotry. BHut e
Tiraralacgdy grant ol Rajendra |, whieh Iy earlier (bas the Kanyahomari
record, distinily mentiont that Vijayalaya took the ciiy' by fores |fmgraki) and
20l up iait 1he imaga of Nisombhazedani [(Duorge). Helyimg oo this rezord
rhl:luu be takon to record the truth, we conclods that the Cliy was aelzed
rom the Mplmralyare, ibe varsals al the Pailasay, by Vijsyalays (see B, Ind,
Vo!, X110, g 136),  The consecration of the imege.of Nivombhamdani in the
gty 1o recorded o verse 44 of ibe Tiruvaluogadn  graol sy “ Having nexl
conkectated thatn libe imiga of) Nisumbhasadani, whose latns feed are worship-
pod by Visds and demoos, ba by the groce of that goddess ""‘“ﬂ;‘ (na oasily)
asa gartand lths weight of) the whols earth pesplendent wiih garmant of
tha Jonr bceams™ 15,0, L, Vel 1L 1. 418 This semple of Niigmbhssudani
coms sot exiti mow ol Tanjors Mot there [ » famaoa shrine of Rali—5c Kodi
Arnmad, sl 1he western gate of iba fori, koows popularly an PachchaikVall and
Pravalabkatt, Thet dudl larme are lacally menc sied with the contlict ol the
Mty with THHL:H. tho dgerm and iha rescne of 1he city from him.  The aoroa)
lentlvishes ol iba geildness in ber donble coloured lorm sre colebraied with greal
davotior The conguest of ihe oliy by Vijasalaya (v described |5 the Tirnvalan.
padis plaes {S.0.0 Vol 1T, p. 418) thon :—

* ¥ rook ﬁmmim of the tonn Punchapird whith wis pictureiqus o the
night, wan oo besutife] sy Alabs, Jid rewched e aby (by i Bigh turrets)
and the white waah of whoes) mamlone, (appearad Nike) the scemim] commetic
(applimd 1o vhe bedy| Jast ma-he wenld seive (by ibie bazd) his ewn wiis
who bl brantilol eyes, gracefyl eurls, n eloth coverieg (ber beds) sod

paste b (white aa)-hme ia order 1o sport wilh ber,” The oums
Tanchapari continned down 1o e Vijayaragsr imes (1300 A. D.), the coustry
being called Sue segpuis (vide Ep, Tnd |, Vol 1X, p, MO}—T. 5, K,



