THE GREAT TEMPLE AT TANJORE. 7

aisles, (4) Stapama-Mandapa with the shrine of Sri
Tyagaraje, (3) Narthaua-Mandapa for the temple
paraphernalis; where servants wait, (6) Vadya-Mandapa
and portico for the musicians. It has three main portals
named Keralanlakan Gazonsigsae—Rasarasan sresrass
—and Tirvanukkan Somaswsss, These portals are
guarded c‘? Dwarapalakas or guardians of the gate.
They are of huge proportions, and of exquisite workman-
ship. There are several sets of these in the temple, seven
of them 18 feet by 8 feet. They are all monoliths, and
in some instances are of very high artistic menit, especi-
ally those at the entrance to Sri Subrahmanya temple,
which are of polished gneiss.

The Sipalinga of Sri Brihadisvara is probably the
arandest in existence.  This image was originally called
Adavallan' fone who 1s able to dance),  Another name
was Dakshina-Meru Vitankan Both the names ocour
in Tiruvisaippa as the names of the deity at Chidam.
baram. It 15 possible, that these names given to the chief
image in the temple, indicate that the Saiva creed derived
its support at the time munly [rom Cludambaram.!
Rajaraja calls the image Rajarajesvaramudaiyar,—" The
Lord of Rajarajesvaram.” The deities are now known
as Sri Brihadisvara, the great God, and Sri Brihanna.
yaki, the great goddess—a Sanskril rendering of the
original Tamil hames Sumsee v and Puilinre®,
The tower over this shrine is named Dakshing-Mern
after the abode of Lord Siva al Kailas, the Unlara-Meru.
The religious rituals in this temple follow the Makuta-
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Sri Tyagaraja, also called Vitankar, worshipped
within a portion of the Stapana-Mandapa, is the patron
deity of the Cholas. The legend goes that their mythi.
cal progenitor Chola Muchukuntan helped Indra against
the asuras, for which help, he was presented with seven
mmages of Tyagaraj, which he installed in the seven holy
places of Tiruvarur, Tirunagaikkaronam, Tirukkareyil,
Tinikkolili, Tirumaraikkada, Tirunallaru and Tiruvamur
which are known to this day as the Sapfa-Vilanka.
Kshelras. Rajaraja was a devoul worshipper at Tiru-
varur ere he buill this gréat lemple, .'lilJ: consecrated
Sri Tyagaraja at Tanjore also, as a mirk of his own piety
and in commemoration of the exploits of his celebrated
ancestor.!

All'around the main shrine are scattered mundapas
and smaller shrines. The great vimana is of the Dravida
style of archilecture® It rises to a height of about 216
feet, a tower of fourteen storeys, finely decoraled with
pilasters, niches, and images of the gods of the Hindu
pantheon. The basement of the structure which sup-
poris the tower i5 S6 feet square. The sikhara, or
cupolic dome is octagonal in shape and crowns the
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vimana. The gilded Kalasa (finial) over it is 123 feet
high. It is believed the sikhara and the stupi throw no
shadow on the ground. The dome rests on a single
block of granite 25% feet square. Two Nandis, each
measuring 6% feet by 54 feet beautify each corner of the
stone which s estimated to weigh about 80 tons, and
believed to have been conveyed to the top of the tower by
means-of an inclined plane commencing from Sarapallam
{(scaffold hollow) four miles north-east of the city.

The village takes its name from the above event,
and around the stone several legends have collected. It is
said, that this monolith was lying n the courtyard of a
devutee, a cowherdess, 22 miles away, who longed to
contribute it to the great temple then under construc.
tion, that God expressed His acceptance of the gift ina
vision to the devotee and simultaneousty to the King!
It was accordingly placed on top of the tower by the
orders of the King, who, in admiration of the piety of
the woman built a temple at her place and called it
Darasuram £

A story besides is told of how another cowherdess
and devotee Alagiya Nayaki by name, a vendor of bulter-
milk to the artisans at work on the tower, supplied from
her courtyard a keystone for this great slab to rest upon,
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Station of the mame W aboat 1wo milss soulb-wesl _:rlw‘gtumhhuum Tha
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rotmbly renovaiion. . This temple has some of ihe best stone carvipgs la South
Fnrdh sl s warthy of w visit.  Vide Annual Heport for fpigraphy, 1998 and
1930 far details, i
2

.



