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ACOOUNT OF THE CAVES IN SA [J@ETTE,
ALLUSTRATED WITH, DRAWINGS OF THE PRINOIPAL FIGURES AND CAVES,
By Huxry Sanr, Esq. (now Consul-General in Egypt),
il i Read 25th August 1806, i ipert
) l ﬂuez, 15th F bv‘um‘ ] 18(\6

Sir, _ i
T requast that you will do me the honour of lnying before the
Soeicty the accompanying acconnt of the caves vn the island
of Salsette, T am extremoly sorry that wmy journey inte
| Abyssiria and other avoeations have prevented the possibility
Lof my completing it in the manner I could have wished: §
could only have been induced tosend it in its present state
from the delay which wonld necessarily ensne before I could
forw&rd it by any conveyanee from England.
T am indebted to Major Atkins, of the Bombay e%abhsh-
‘meunt, for the geomotrical plan of the hill, and for the ground-
_ plin and sections of the great cave at Kenery; the other
drawings ave from my own sketches on the spot, which T hope
the Society will do me the honour of accepting.
I beg leave to repeat that 1 shall have great pleasure in exe~
euting in London any orders trom the Society.
I am, Sir, your obedient hmuable servant, e,
(Signed)  Hexpy Sauw !
An Account of the Caves on the Island of Salse#{a._

Jooueyserr CAvEs.

Ahout elght wiles to the northward of Mahim + is the vﬂlage ,
. of Ambollee, from whence the Jogheyseer Caves lie near-
®49 ly two iles distant in & ® north-casterly direction.
Over the sloping path thal leads to the:western entrance

4 A small town at the N.W. point of the island of Bombay, wmmee u,m T
ﬁm’y to the island d‘ Salsette. j | i il
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uatatal arch formed by the branches of a bauyan-tree™
which strotching across the path have taken root on the oppo-
side, _}‘g’iving a vory picturesque ‘appearance to the enfrance :
loscent, of eight steps then conducts to a small anterooma .

| purtinents by two pillavs and two pilasters on each side ;—the
 figures carved around  the walls of this chamber have nomly
disappeared from decay, but the frame and coraice of the door
throngh which you pass from it to the great cave have still the,
appoarance of having been once finished with a variety of senlp-
ture neatly executed; and over the door ave groups of snall
ﬁémré's', amongst which may be observed two tolerably perfact, -
. in the attitudes in which Ramak and Seta are otten represented,
" "The great cwve iuto which yon now enter is aboub one handred
. aud twenty feet square ; at about eighicen feot inwards are
. twenty pillars of the same order as those at Elephanta, forming
. an ihoer squave, within which again is a charnber about twenty-
- foer feob square, with doors answering to each other on the four
sides, 1 'his is evidently a temple dedicated to Mahadeo, as on
& pegdestal in the centre is the lingam, covered with holy ved
paint, and over it a small bell ona wooden frame decoratod
 with flowers, to which our Gentoo attendants paid the custom-
“ary homage. The walls of this temple were externally ndorned
with sealptured figares, the only vestiges of which remaining
* are ou the eastern side, representing dwarfs, which from their
situation seem to have supported larger figires, as at Elephaats.
Though it is now usnal to go in on the western sidey yot it ap-
pears to me that the eastern was formorly the principal entrance,
us greater sttention seems to have been paid to the decorations
: .:qf'ﬂ,z‘ia side than of the other; and the various representations
ol the deity are such as were likely to impress his votaries with
more suitable awe-—a circumstance seldom unattended to by the
. Brahwpins. The eastern side is more open to the air, $o.which
.|ty in some measure be attributed the better preservation of
the figures, which I shall proceed to describe. Over the firag
doorway (murked in the ground.plan C) is a figare with
five heads and twelve or more hands, supporting a throne on

wiiiqv,&fin the ground-plan ), which is divided into three com- .




