
ii all tint-roofed excavations. There are throe 
doors and two windows * from the great co ve lute the *44 
verandah; the latter are exactly the Venetian, or what 
are now termed Wyatt windows.. The cornices of both doors and 
windows are elegantly carved, and there are panels hollowed out 
above them filled with groups of small figures, ill one of which 
stands prominently forth a female figure carrying the lotus. At 
the west end of the verandah is a small cell, the-bottom of which 
was filled with water; beside this is a small temple ( marked h 
in Lite ground-plan); in the centre ol which is the litigant, and 
in front of it a small statue of Derma Deva. At the cast end 
arc other colls, and a passage leading up into the jungle. 
These caves nre all about -fifteen fbefc high, apd the roof flat 
throughout. I t  appears to me that the very rapid decay whi< h 
has taken place hero, in comparison with the other caves on the 
island, is occasioned by their being excavated beneath the level 
of the surrounding country, and not in the side of a- hill as 
elsewhere. The tigers with which the island abounds resort to 
these desolate caverns in search of water; for we could plainly 
distinguish their footsteps crossing the avenues in different 
directions, and I was informed by some-' of the villagers that 
they take up their abode here altogether during the dry season.

M a c u t a x ie  Oaves.

About six miles north of the Jogheyseer Caves are'those of 
Magatapie. These have at first sight more the appearance of 
being excavated for the. sake of the materials than -for forming 
temples devoted to any deity; though on nearer inspection the 
regularity with which they are cut, and the mouldering, figures 
still ornamenting the walls, make it evident that such was their 
destination. A slight descent leads to the front of the principal 
cave, before which is a tank cut in the rock, even at present 
filled with water. This cave is but of a moderate sise, open 
itt front and behind, and having on each side two doors leading 
to as many dark cells; the roof of it is low, flat, and supported 
by pillars that are neither so well proportioned in taeir dimt n* 
•dons, nor so well finished in their several parts, as those in the
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''--other excavations. Beyond this cave is an area exposed to the 

sky> round which are excavated a number of small and 
*45 imequal-siaed cells; the entrance to * most of their; is 

choked up by thick entangled bushes, through which J. 
was nut inclined to attempt a passage, their external appearance 
promising but little in their favour. On the wall of one of those 
loss difficult of access is a large figure seated on a bench, with 
two Attending figures carved in alto-relievo lilto tho design 
(marked No. 1, drawing No. 2) at Ken aery, which I suppose 
to represent Boudha, but it is much defaced.

M ontikzir Cave.
About two miles north-by-west from the caves of Magatattie 

is Montpossir, whore stand the ruins of a Catholic monastery built 
by the Jesuits in tho sixteenth century. This monastery covers 
a large o , lent of ground, was built with great solidify, and, if 
a.by judgment may be formed from what remains, the chapel 
appears to have have been elegantly finished, the mouldings, 
ornaments, and images of wood now lying scattered about the 
place being very curiously and handsomely carved. Below the 
monastery, on the eastern side of the hill, is excavated an an
cient Hindoo temple, which was afterwards converted to the 
u.-e of the monastery—for what purpose it would be now diffi
cult to ascertain. Its walla and pillars were by the Bortngueso 
covered with a thick coat of piaster, which has proved i;ho means 
< f preserving the few mutilated remains of sculpture that their 
bigotry had spared. In a recess on the left hand as you enter 
(I'iifc o in the ground-plan) is tho painting of a ,saint, still fresh, 
on the wall: opposite to this are now visible (the plaster 
having been removed) the relics of a line piece of sculpture 
{vide No. 1, drawing No. 5) representing, as it appears to me, 
a nuptial ceremony;—a female figure leaning on her attend
ants seems advancing towards the hero of the piece, who is of 
gigantic stature and has six arms 5 in one corner is a musician 
playing on tin tom-tOm, and above are a host of celestial 
attendants, amongst which the three-headed Brahma, Vishnu 
riding on fiaroodc with the lotus in his hand, and Ganosa with 
his usual attributes, are at once discovered. This and the sa-
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