- flat-roofed excavations, There arg thyoe il
two windows # from the  great cave into the 44
¢ Jﬁh&lﬁ&bt&t are exactly the Venetian, or what '
are now termed Wyatt windows. The cornices of both doors and -
wiriﬂﬁWs o olegantly earved, and there are panels hollowed out,
. aboye them filled with groups of small figures, in one ‘of which
: fﬂtaﬂdsi rp};‘omi‘nently‘ forth a female figure carrying the ].ot,;il&.‘ DA Go
e bh'e‘f‘w@stv end of the verandah is a gmall cell, the bottom ofiwhich
was filled with water ; beside this is a small temple (marked &
i the ground-plan), in the contro of which is the lingam, and
i frfbnh,fof it s small statue of Derma Deva. At the east end |
. are other cells, and a passage leading up into the jungle. |
W Phess ‘pavos are all-about fifleen foet highy and the roof fiab "
| throughout. Tt appears to me that, the very rapid decay which '/
' hag faken place bero, in comparison with the other caves on Bl i
Lisland, s occasioned by their being excavated bensath the level
' of the surrounding country, snd not in the side of a hill (as (00
elwawhere. . The tigers with which the island abounds resort to
ki ﬁhbs&’d@;k&l&be caverns in search of water; for we could plainly
distinguish their footsteps crossing the avenues in different
lirections, and I was informed by some’ of the villagers that
hey take up their abode here altogether during the dry season,

Magaranie CAves, } Y

. About six miles north of the Joghoyseor Caves ave those of
. Mugatagie. These have at first sight move the appearance of
. being excavated for the sake of the materials than -for forming
. tenaples devoted to any deity ; though on nearer ingpection the
rogularity with which they are cut, and the mouldering, figures
still ornamenting the walls, make it evident that such was their
destination. A slight descent leads to the front of the principal
“cave. hefore which is a tank cut in the yock, even at present |
filled with water. This cave is but of a moderate size, open .
rort and behind, and having on each side two doors leading
nany dark cells; the roof of it is low, flat, and supported
by pillirs that are neither so well proportioned in their dimen-,
s, nor Ko well finished iu theiv several parts, as those in the ‘




her excavations. Bsyoua e’ cave is ani arva. axpomt] b by
sky, round which are exrmv&te_d s number of small and

*45 unequal-sized cells: the entrance to * most of thetn is

choked up by thick entangled bushes; through which I

- was not inglined to attempt n passage, theirexternal appearance
promising but little in their favour. On the wall of one of those
loss difficult of access is a large figure seated on a beneh, with
twvo atiending figures carved in alto-relievo like tho design
(marked No, 1, drawing No. 2) at Keannery, which I suppowl :
to represent Boudha., but it is much defaced. |
o Mowrekzig Cave, }

Ahoub fiwo miles novth-by-west from the caves of Mag'nbanw
48 Montpesir, where stand the ruins of a Cathiolic monastery built
by the Jesuits in the sixteenth century: This monastery covers
a large oxtent of ground, was built with graat mhdlfv, and, if
aby judgment may be formed from what remains, tho (}mpel

appears to have have been elegantly finished, the mouldings,

ornaments, and images of wood now lying seattered about the
place heing very curiously and handsowely carved. Below the
‘monastery, on the eastern side of the hill, is excavated an an-
eient Hindoo temple, which was afterwards converted to the
use of the monastery—for what purpose it wonld be now diffi-
onlt to ascertain,  1ts walls and pillars were by the Portuguese
covered with o thick coat of plaster, which has proved the means
nf preserving the few mutilated remains of sculpture that their
higotry had spared.  In a recess on the left hand as you enter
(uide @ in the ground-plan) is the painting of a saint, still fresh,
on the, wall : opposite to this are mow visible (the plaster
having been removed) the rolies of a fine piece of sculpture
. (vide No, 1, dvawing No. 5) representing, as it appears to e,
a nuptial ceremony ;—a female figure leaning on her attend:
ants seems advancing towards the hero of the piece, who is of
gigantic stature and has six arms ; inone corner is 8 musician
playing on the tom-tom, and above are a host of celesiial
attendants, smongst which the three-headed Brahma, Vighun
“riding on Garoode with the lotus in his hand, and Ganesa mbh !
_ his usnal attributes, are at once discovered. This and the sa-
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