and hrov_v ut to spoﬂfthls amqunt of matenal than to qua,rry it
 at a distanc an& earry it to ‘the temple, and then hew it and raise
it to the place where it was Wanted The amount of carying and
~ ornament bemg, of course, the same in both cases. It is not go easy
_to make a compamson in the case of a Ghaxtya cave or a vihara, but
 on the whole 11'. 18 probable that excavatmg them in the rock would
b generally prove cheaper than building them on the plain, If this is
- g0, it 18 evident thab the quasi etermty of the one offered such advan- ‘
 tages in such a climate over any ephemeral structure they could -
erect: elsewhere, that we ought not to be surpmsed at its general
adoption. The proof that they exercised a wise discretion in doing
this, lies in the fact that though we have in the west of India nearly
a thousand rock-cut temples belongmg to the Buddhist, Brahmanical,
and Jaina religions, we have only one or two structural examples
erected in the same region at the very end of the period of time to
which these caves belong
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India, and within a radms of htﬂe
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: Ptolemy (G’eog VIL i, 6 VI:II xxvi, 3) wntes zwuq, and (I xvn. 4) 'l‘.,.aouxa i
and the author of the Per zplus Mar. Eryth. (§ 53) E'q//.uMa s sav below, p. 205. )




