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ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE TOPES AT SANCHI
IN BHOPAL. OBJECTION OF HER HIGHNESS THE BEGUM TO
THE EMPLOYMENT OF BUDDHIST CHOWKIDARS. PROPOSAL TO
APPOINT HINDUS OR NATIVE CHRISTIANS IN PREFERENCE TO
MUHAMMADANS.

Dated Indore, the 9th October 1905,

FrOﬁ—The HoN'srE Major H. DALy, C.S.I., C.LE,, Agent to the Governor-General in Central India,
To—S. M. Fraseg, Esq., C.1E., Offg. Secretnry to the Government of India in the Foreign Department.

In a demi-official letter No. 1321, dated the 7th September 1905, Mr. Marshall, Director-
General of Archwology, wrote to the Political Agent in Bhopal stating that he had been in
¢ mmunication with the Makabodi Society, who bad prcmised to find a Buddhist for the care
of the Sanchi Topes. Mr, Marshall explained that a Buddhist might be expectcd to look after
the sculptures with scrupulcus care and that it was highly impertant 1o procure a reliable
chowkidar or caretaker. He therefore asked the Political Agent whether the Durbar would be
willing to provide suitable quarters and jay for the Fuddhist chowkidar. He added that the
Society were prepared to pay the man from their own funds anything that it seemed necessary
to give in addition to pay from the Durbar.

On receiving this letter Luard wrote fo me that Her Highness was already averse from
keeping up the Sanchi Toye, as che felt that she was encouraging idol worship by doing so,
and that to ask her to pay for a Buddhist priest or caretaker would be very unfair. When I
was tecently at Bhopal, Luard suggested that it might be well to ascertain from the Begum
whether she would be prepared to hand over to us the whole Tope for us to
manage as we like. I agreed to Luard’s counding the Begum with reference to this sugges-
tion. Marshall, however, is of opinion that the Government of India would refuse to take
over the monuments as a permanent charge, though they might be induced to make a grant-in-
aid. Luard subsequently mentioned to Her Highness the suggestion in regard to a Buddhist
caretaker. He says that she was borrified at the idea. She begged him to explain that the
appointment of any such man would disgrace her in the eyes not only of her own people but of
all Mussalmans in India; that she would willingly pay for all chowkidars herself, but that no
Buddhist could be allowed to reside there. Luard said that the earneetness of her appeal to-
prevent this was unmistakeable

It is impossible not to sympathise with Her Highness's feelingsin the matter ;.but I am
inclined to think that the best solution would be fcr us to take over the Tope (if she is willing
to let us do so) giving her an assurance at the same time that we will not allow any Buddhist
to be employed there, - Perhaps His Excellency will kindly let me know his views in the
n}l)atler. during his visit to Indore, and I can then take an opportunity of epeaking to the Begum
about 1t.

Submitted with papers. Please see last paragraph of His Excellercy’s note * of the 81d
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3. R. R.,~12-10-1905.
F. P. B,~-12-10-1905.

If the Begum is really averse, not only to a Buddhiet caretaker, but even to keeping up
the Tope, Major Daly’s s uggestion that Government should take it over might be seriously
considered.

B, H. Krary,~12-10-1905,

_ I cannot understand Major Daly’s sympathy with the Begum in her very unreasonable
attitude. In the first place a Buddhist is hardly an idolator, and, if he were, I cannot see why
any Mahomedan ruler, who permits Hindus to worship idols in modern temples, should
obj ct toa non-Mahomedan caretaker for a religious ruin, not used now-a~days for purposes of
vtvolrsglp. If Your Excellency agrees, I might keep the case to speak about it to Major Daly

at Indore.
S, M. Fraser,~18-10-1905.
We will sefitle it there.

C[urzoN],~16-10-1905.
















