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Copy of Political Department demi-official letter

No.F.49-I.A./40, dated the 9th/10th July 1941, to the

Hon'ble the Resident for Central India, Indore.

Buddhist |

rom Saunchi.

»

Please refer to your demi-official letter No.139-8

. dated the 30th January 1941, on the above subject.
e The position briefly stated is that ian Jaaguary
1939 ou a represeatation from the Budha Society, Bombay,

ressed ‘to H.E.the Viceroy, the Goverament of India
made eunquiries whether the Victoria and Albert Museun

would hand over to India two Budhist relics coataluning
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the ashes of two of the chief disciples of Bhddha In

June 1939 the Goverameant of India heard through the

Secretary of State that the Board of FEducation and the
. trustees of the Mugeum agreed to do so. Much 4l scussion

then ensued, into which both Burma and Ceylon eantered,
& and it was finally decided to hand therelics over to

the Maha Bodhi Society in India. They themselves pro-

posed to eunshrine them in the Buddhist temple in New

Delhi. By the time, however, that this decision was

J reached, war had broken out and it was agreed by all
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concerued that the lics should not be shipped to
India under war conditious.

The original request from the Bhopal Goveramant
conveyed in your demi-official letter No.914-8, dated
5

S &nd September 1940, came about a year later and would

ewrto have heen based originally upon a misapyrehen-

‘D gsion, The relics referred to are guite different-and
are stated to be in ths British Museum, not the Victoria

and Albert. So far as the Goverumeant of India are

aware, no proposal to traansfer these reliecs to Indid has
ever been entertained and it is doubtful whether it 1s
likely to be considered favourable by the Museum authori-

ties in Bugland. It was, however, explained in Maynard!'s

demi-official.
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