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769. President..] Then would it be possible for perwannas of the

authorities, for the pr]eaching of Missionaries, and for the mfluence of land-
to stop the ecultivation of sugar-canc, cold

holders, combined or 81:) ' Fe Ponstamolies i e S
ther crops, jute, or ) ) vowedly profitable ? 15 that
;3:1‘ ::;iniofl ?-{—C;)mbmed, yes; but if separate, the ryot would go for help

ters and try to avold the annoyances as much as possibie.
mth?f}%?n Mr. F;rgym] Do you remember hearing of zemindars, in
Eastern Bengal, h“vmg endeavoured to put a BFOP to the cultivation of
juﬁe"?vl remember having hea.rd something about it, but not caring much,
did ndt«yay.;&:ﬁi ar attention thereto. v
- g7l M Tomple&m Ifc:I;e ztlt::rlaétlzgt of indigo is hr;ot profitable to
ryot af the present time, Can. j gest any terms that might satisfy
tggmm that he might be wﬂl)l'ng to continue the enltivation gf —No, mi'
ryots never having complained to me, I canmot suggest any thing. :
¥ 772: +Then you t that if the price of 4 bundles be accompanied
with collateral advantages, the ryot may be satisfied, although the ate be uot
 of itself remunerative ?—-—Undoubte%l{e; and I do not know that the Indi
;jr:,wmn‘alter the number of bundles under the existing prices of inndlgdigoc
and chances of ba(%)seasons, Wit‘t})]:u:ll i B
~ 773. But if better terms owed to the ryots, could e 25
price be demanded for the indigo *—Higher prices could be dem !nom ; 8'! ?;f‘:;t
digo, but this is doubtful, and if the price of indigo were o rise, this staple
would meet with competition from rival countries where it may be produced
cheaper, and, thus, the present planters would be ruined, and indi igo planting
altogether fail to the ground. 8 deﬁt toﬁis e ‘ :
774. Are your ryots genérally in e factory, or do they
off their ba.lancesy; season by season ?—In gereral theyvmain';ﬁg m:lf?;
have cleared and taken new advances. It is owing t0 & run of bad seasons.

aFEd e gt "«X"‘J? £k
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hold on to the factory. o N T
775. Previously to the run of bad seasons, were your ryots free from
debt 7—Yes ; in Jessore for a number of years I puid themi what is called
their fazil or excess, after they had cleared their b.alanoes. The 1mpression on
my mind is, that while at Ramnaghur, I have paid as much as 7,000 or 8,000
rupees a year as faml to the ryots, besides advances of 2 rupees per
beegah. Xt that fime the ryots used to give me six bundles for the rupee ;
f since those days those very concerns have gunk 200 or 300 per cent in their
i produce, owing to VArious canses.
“ . 776. Do fazil or excess payments ever occur now ?—No; the indigo
- seasons have been bad for the last 7 or 8 years.
- 777. Do you think the land exhausted ?No, the defective seasons
have been caused by bad weather.

Reverend Prederick Schurr, Missionary, Church Missionary Society, called

in, and examined on oath.

778,  President.] Will you state in what part of Kishn
Lave lived, and for what time; and can you state what is t}?eg“'{ee[)i':u
of the ryots as regards indigo t—At first I tived for two years and oi h%
months at Ruttonpore Mission, a mile east of the Ruttonpore factory gnd
gince December 1849, 1 have been living at Kapasdan Within
about a mile of N ischi:ﬁﬁore factory. At first while living at ﬁ‘ﬂtmnmm
I had charge of a Mission Station, Jl?md&, within Mr. Roberts's
concern, but for the last few years it has been the property of Mr. Jumes
_ Smith. - From the first, in 1849, I heard many complaints ahout indigo
‘sultivation from the ryots. I spent occasio ly a few days at an out
station, and heard many complaints about oppression and umfair conduct
| the, part of planters in regard to indigo cultivation ; some cases were

1 have, however, given up yearly a portion of their balances to make thems
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brought to my notice by the Christians, whereupon I either spoke or
wrote to the proprietor of the Amjoopi factory. In a few cases relief wag
granted, but at last the proprietor refused to listen to any more representa-
tions. 'Whilst living at Ruttonpore, several cases of injustice on the part
of Indigo Planters’ servants were brought to the notice of my brother
Missionary, and on his either speaking or writing to the planter at the
Ruttonpore factory, he granted immediate redress. At Kapasdanga, I found
first only a few Christian ryots cultivating indigo, and I was told, that
they had willingly taken the advances from the factory, some fifteen
years ago from the present time, as the cultivation of indigo was then
a little more profitable than it has ever been since. The reason for taking
advances, I have been informed, was, that they were at that time in great
want of money and could not obtain it any where else. Since I have had
charge of Ks}pasdanﬁn the cultivation of indigo by Christian ryots has
considerably increased, but T am not aware of one instance in which the
ryot has ta en the advances of his own accord, They have been induced first
bf' my persuasion, in order to live peaceably with our neighbour, as the
planter was holding the lease of the land, and gradually a few new men
were told that they must cultivate indigo ; the condition was that if they did
not cultivate indigo, they would not be allowed to cultivate their own lands
for any other crops.

779.  Can you state if there are any other causes which have made the
ryots more averse to SOW. than they were before 2—The chief cause is that
the cultivation of indigo is very unprofitable to them, on which account
the planters are under the necessity of resorting to compulsion, such as
threatening them with withholding their lands for other crops ; or abduetin
their cattle ; or fining them ; or imprisoning them in the godowns ;—one sue
instance I have seen with my own eyes, I refer to a case of abducting cattle,
or beating the ryots. My own Christians have been threatened twice with
the loss of their lands for cultivating other crops. In one case the Euro
Assistant told me himself, that it was the planter’s intention to do so. ?10‘32
or three days after I heard from m catechist that the proprietor
had called upon the Hindoo ryots who hold Juwminas and demanded
of them the withholding of their lands from the Christian ryots. I may
mention that land is so much occupied by ryots with tenant rights, that
Christian ryots have to obtain lands for their cultivation from suchtenants : the
Hindoo ryots represented to the proprietor that the Christians were very

ble neighbours; they paid their rents regplarly, and if they had to oust
them, they would not be able themselves to cultivate that land or procure other
ryots, so the matter dropped. There was another instance of the same kind
when land was on the point of being taken away. T just now remember one man
cultivating 2 or 3 beegahs for rice, and the Manager demanded that he should
sow half a beegah of indigo, orgive up his rice cultivation altogether, The
man actually threw up his cultivation for 2 or 3 days, and then went to the
factory and took the advance for half a beegah, ashe had no other means of
subsistence. The whole community was threatened, but only this one man
gave it up. I remember an instance of a Christian who had been livinF
within the Ruttonpore concern; his son being in m employ, the whole
family were anxious to settle at Kapasdanga, and so I)éft their old abode.
The Manager of the Ruttonpore concern demanded that the man should sow
a quantity of indigo for which he had received advances, Whieh_ the ryot
objected to do, stating his willingness to cultivate the same quantity of land
in the Nischindipore concern, and that his name and debt only should be
transferred.  This at first not being acceptable to the planter, one Sunday
morning, when all the Christians were assembled in church, some of the Rutton-
pore factory servants abducted that Christian’s cattle from the fields and took
them towards Ruttonpore. The cow-boys running n gave notice, and all the
“hristians ran out and rescued the cattle ; 1 was Just then on a visit to the
Kishnagur Station for 2 or 3 days, when I received information of it on
Sunday evening, I immediately returned home on Monday morning, and,
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64 INDIGO COMMISSION.
found the case as T had been informed. My friends informed the Magistrate
of Kishnagur of the occurrence, who showed his willingness immediately to
afford reci’ress, but I considered it more in accordance with Christian
doctrine and practice t0 speak first (fersonally to the %ﬂanter, who, admitting
all the faets, a.pologized to me, an granted the transfer of the advances _:md
debt to the Nischindipore factory. In July 1856, some seven men, Christians,
roceived advances for carts to carry llf)ld‘go', The Christians desired the planter
and dewan or gomashta before beginmng their work to give them re-
; . hath chitties, for ther daﬂ{ work, which was agreed to. They
to their work and they received their receipts,
but the servants began to make hexcgze’?’ .and they did not receive the re-
ceipts regularly ; whereupgil . ‘}’1 ristians  stated that they could not
enrty - idigo mmy more b eSSf e contract was adhered to by the plan-
ter’s people by gVInS them their regular hath chitties; the gomashta
came to me and [ requested him to procure the receipts for the Christians,
promisin that if he brought them on that day, in the evening, the Christians
ghould ﬁﬁﬁl their contracts, and myself -wm}l see them do it. The following
morning, (July31st 1856) the hath chitties did not come, nor did the Christians
to carry indigo, but an amn came and told the Christians that that da
their cattle would be taken away. I disbelieved the statement, saying, thn.);,
no such thing could be done to them.” But at 4 P. M. when 1. was writin
at mv desk, 2 or 3 men came running in, saying that the lattials had ta.keﬁ
the Christians’ cattle away. As it had been so often asserted that Missionaries
listened only to false stories of natives, I had m{Ihorse immediately saddled
and rode out in the direction of the factory. Nearthe bazar, 1 overtook
some 35 head of cattle, and when the clubmen saw me, they ran &Way' sy
rode round the herd and turned them back; some of the Cirisﬁa.ns runnin
ofter me took the cattle home ; 1 was then told that another herd was coming
up from the river side driven by lattials, I rode in that direction and close
tomy day school, the cattle came up, some 80 head. I rode along, and an
aomin with some 8 lattials was in the rear of the herd. Immediately he saw
ne. the amin called out “ kharra raho,” stand! Sahib ke maro,” beat
the Sahib; twice he used these words; I had only gone out to be
an eve witness, so I called out “ami dekhiyachi,” or, [ have seen it,
turned my horse round and galloped away, an_d I am told that one
of the lattials attempted to take hold of the bridle of my horse, and
to aim a blow at me, which fell on the syce. Returning home, 1
wrote to the planter briefly stating what had happened, and he returned rather

a sharp reply, tellixﬁ me to mind my own business. [ immediately wrote off

to the rate, who promised to send out the kotwali or Town Daroga as soon
as he could get bearers. The cattle were taken away on Thursday; the
Daroga arrived on Saturday morning. He began at once to en(!uiro of me
and the Christians, after which he roceeded to the Dumuhooda Thannal, to
which the planter had sent the cattle (the Cattle Trespass Act was not then in
operation ) and found them there. They were sent on the pretext that
they had been on the indigo, but within several acres of land, to my certain
knowledge, there was not a stalk of indigo. Mr. Grant, the Post Office
Superintendent, was just then living in the factory, opening a new Post Office ;
he, hearing from me of the occurrence, was anxious to make it up between
the planter and me and for this purpose came over to me. 1 stated 1 had
ot the least ill-feeling towards the planter, and to convince him of my
sineerity | promised to go over to see him that evening, Saturday. On nfy
arrival. the planter began to speak at once about the case, un«l}»rcm‘l me
hard to come to an accommodation rather than to make a complaint, on
which T at last yielded to the request and to his solemn promise that in Satans
nothing of the kind should happen to the Christian ryots. The Magistrate
bad given the Daroga a good character, and he acted up to that character.
As to fines 1 cannot recollect a case of this nature occurring among my
Christians, but 1 have generally heard complaints when preaching in the
villages, of heavy fines having been inflicted : I make no enquiries of their
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sufferings or the injustice and oppression practised towards them ; but when
preaching or speaking to them about justice, kindness, holiness, charity, &e.
the villagers frequently speak of the wrongs which they suffer under the
indigo system.

As to confining in godowns, &e. I can mention no case of my own
personal knowledge ; none of my Christians have complained of being
confined, but others have. In onecase a native Christian, not my own,
but Mr. Lincke’s, was imprisoned ; Mr. Lincke will be able to give
particulars. A servant of mine saw two men imprisoned in a godown.

780. Have you any personal knowledge of any graver acts of oppres-
sion on the part of the planters or the servants of the planters, such as severe
beating, arson, destruction of houses, and outrages on women 1—Some 9
years ago, the European Assistant of the factory required ploughs for the niy
cultivation after a shower of rain ; he came into the field and demanded all
the ryots, Christians and others, to leave their own rice cultivation and go into
the indigo field ; one Christian requested him to let him just finish his work
and he would go immediately when done, upon which the planter aimed some
})1ows at him, but the ryot escaped the blows by running amongst his bullocks.
The _Chrlstla,n came running in to me, and I promised to speak to the planter
on his return. A little while afterwards I was told that the planter was at
that man again, whereupon I ran out and saw him aim the blows at the man,
which he escaped. 1 went up and remonstrated with him; he acknowledged
he was not right in what he had done, but that he was acting under the
orders of his master, and that he would go home and tell him about it. The
following morning he came again into the village; I asked him, well, have
you told your master? He said, yes ; and what did he say ¢ He said that “he
would not give any more lands to Christian ryots. ”

On another occasion a ryot came to me for medicine, because he had
just been beaten by the planter in the fields for allowing some cattle to stray
into the indigo ; I saw one wound and some bruises on his arm.

 Some 12 years ago [ paid a visit to another Missionary, and at breakfast
time, he spoke to his wife of the outrages of the neighbouring planter and of
his threat of burning down a certain village ; at that time I was astonished to
hear of such things occurring, and after%)rea.kfast, we both went to the top
of the house, where he pointed out to me the direction of the village and [
saw the smoke arising : [ think it was in the cold season ; I was new to the
country and did not understand these things. T have no personal knowledge
of pulling down houses ; but I remember one case in particular about a haut ;
1 was then living in a tent for some days, and people pointed out to me
where a good many shops and houses were standing, and affirmed that a
certain planter had burned down the place. They did assign a reason, but
I forget it, as it is so long ago now. A few miles from that place where I
happened to pitch my tent, 1 saw another village with the vestiges of very
respectable houses, which had evidently been inhabited by prosperous ryots ;
I was also told that the planter had desolated the place, because theVryots
would not agree to his terms ; it had the appearance of having been once a
prosperous village. I know no instance of any outrages on women to my per-
sonal knowledge ; no one has ever complained to me of the abduction of his
wife or daughter ; but only a few days ago the ryots of ome village said
in my presence, ““ we will tell the Commissioners what oppression they have
practised on our women” ; 1 have not heard much on this head. 1 am qute
sure that not one instance of the kind has happened to my Christian ryots.

781. Some of these cases happened some years ago; can you give
the Commission your opinion as to the particular causes which made f.he
ryots so unwilling to sow this year ?—I believe one cause is the aggression
of the Indigo Planters upon the ryots’ lands for nij cultivation ; I mean par-
ticularly the fertile lands round the village, such as the foundation of old
houses and dwellings which the planters have had dug up b{) their  Boona
coolies for their own cultivation ; the people are vexed at that, because if cows
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unawares, they are fined for it and it deprives the village Rev. F. Schurr.

steay into the indigo
of its privacy. X Lot
Knotﬁg cause 18, the weeding of_ indigo with the weeding knife, which o8th May 1860
was not known a few ears ago, which costs them a great deal of money, : 3
and deprives them at the same time of the leisure to attend to their own rice
cultivation and other crops, tO compel them to attend to indigo. In many
i ohs are kept 10 charge of the _fMtOry people to secure atten-
tion to the nij abad, wtikdurlng the weeding time in many instances their
ploughs, horses, &e., are }?n away and kegf with the planters’ servants, to
* ensure their attention 0 se Weoliie of the indigo. Another reason 18
the © p;edvq measur :hthat hask"been resorted to to ensure the better growth
L E s which 18 eitner Dres CS up the clods with hoes or removing the

£
zl B ﬁ-omoﬁ' the field. No doubt another cause of the unwillingness of the

.

ryots, 18 the high price of provisions and the unproductive nature of the

" for the last few years; I have heard man i
lg:?om& :ﬁeir families are now'y on the point of starvi g Wmd:;l:g ]t.,l::l(t

not time t0 attend to the rice cultivation. 1 have seen <l a :
e g oy s £ o sxominy ﬁ:?nygn&;: g
to them, and in man cases the people cannot sow their ri . &
B 1o the digo. o e rice, being compelled
Another circumstance has, 1 think, given the : 3
their grievances t0 the notice of the au%horities. ?I‘YI?:S ,y?; . On?v?l?ng
complained to the Magistrate of Kish about the hard conditio ;ge
were placed under to the planters. Gradually several villages joined ns dt iy
movement having begun, before the time of making advances, the pawithe
released them from the obligation to cultivate indigo fm’cibl;, Thmagis :St.rate
like wild-fire among the indigo ryots, and petition upon petition was e e&d
into the Magistrate’s Court. A perwanna—not the perwanna 'h-gﬁwh“
been so much discussed—was placarded by the Magistrate of the Sub-divi-
cion. This encouraged the ryots to petition the Magistrate for redress, |
732, Do you think that a well-known Sm’wanna issued in the Kalaroa
Sub-division had anything to do with the dislike of the rz:ta to sow, or
] the desire of Government that they should

(hat they imagined that it was
not sow +—I1 did not hear about the perwannd till 1 saw a discussion in
the papers. Since that 1 have heard it from the ryots in a few instances, by
way of allusion, some 3 or 4 months ago. The impression | have received
is, the ryot thinks, that the Government intends administering even-handed
justice, and will no longer allow the foreible_cultivation of indigo. 1 lay
cular stress upon the word forcible. If indigo cultivation were profitable
to them, they would have no objection to cultivate it. At present they
are as much afraid of indigo as of a snake ; and many have declared most
emphatically in my presence, that they would sow no more indigo under
any circumstances. 1 have seet ryots stand up and say, fputting their hands
up to their throats) “ let the (tovernment cut our throats and send soldiers to
] kill us with bullets, but we will not sow indigo.”
783. Baboo Chunder Wohun Chatteryee. Have any of your Christians

heen imprisoned by the Summary Indigo Act —No, because | persuaded them
to submit to the Act this year; and several Hindoo and Mussulman vill gers
in the neigbbourhood have followed the example of the Christians, o
784. Mr. Sale.] Will you state what i the nature of the advice you have
been giving to the ryots xjegurd.:li the indigo question *—Before the pass
ing of the Summary Act, 1 advised the ryots in my neighbourhood to sub-
mit quietly and. atitmtvl‘\' to the plantm‘s, M_\d \{y no means to conunit any
outrage or any 1 Jegal act, and to carry tl‘neu' grievances to God ; but in CARE
they should unable to forbear any longer, they should respectfully re-
resent their hardships to the constituted anthorities ; and the ryots {mw
one 80. 5
785. If & poor man is nppwssed, do you think he finds it easy to get re-
dress from the authorities 7"t 18 now much more easy than it ever was be-
 fore, because several Magistrates have been appointed to Sub-divisions in the
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district, consequently the Officials have been increased, and the Courts
being much nearer to their habitations, the ryots have found it more
feasible to seek for redress; and as far as I know, the Magistrates have
been much more accessible to the ryots than formerly, in consequence of
the non-intervention of the wmlus.

786.  You said in a former answer that you lay a great stress upon the
word “ foreible,” are we to understand from that, that the cultivation of in-
digo is m practice a forced cultivation ?—Yes, as far as my knowledge goes.

787.  Mr. Temple.] In what way is it a forced cultivation -—In the
way 1 have already described it.

788. Mr. Sale.] But we are told that the ryots take advances and
enter into contracts, and that having got the money, they try to evade them,
15 this true according to your belief 7 previously stated that a few of my
Christians took advances some 15 vears ago, but to the best of my belief, I
have never seen ang ryot, for the fast 6 or 7 years, who has willingly taken
advances except under a certain pressure. " ‘

789. Is that constraint always imposed by the planter %1 believe that
in many instances the servants are to be blamed : they make a traffic by ex-
torting money ; T mean the smaller servants

790 You have stated that indigo is not profitable, can you give us
any proofs of that &I put ina jumma khurch or regularly balanced ac-
(_:ount’g)f 9 of my Christians. Those accounts are for the last season with
the Nischindipore concern. They show the amount for the cultivation of
each beegah of indigo at an average of 5 rupees, and the subsequent loss.
In every case, there has been a loss to the ryot.

. 791 Mr. Temple.] Are those cases that you mention exceptional or
fmr average cases *—My opinion is that they are rather in favour of the plan-
ers.

292 Wa.s thjs last season a good one, or a bad one ?—It was a bad one.

793.  Supposing the cultivation of indigo is in itself unprofitable to the
ryot, does not the planter offer the ryot various collateral advantages, which,
on the whole, might make it worth his while to sow 71 know of none such

at present existing except in a few cases ; in former times they had schools.

In the Mulnath concern there was a hospital for men and women, besides
the school. There were other schools in the out-villages. :

794. Does not the planter lend sums of money to those ryots who
give him satisfaction —Besides the advances I know of none.

~ 795. Is it not often a great convenience to the ryot to get the cash ad-
vances at the very time he wants money %—I know positively of a few instan-
ces mentioned above in which it was an advantage ; but now I am not aware
of their getting much money in hand in October, when the advances are made,
and I think that the ryots would rather be left alone.

796. Does not the ryot ever place himself under engagement to the
planter to obtain protection from him as against the zemindar %—1I am not
aware of any such instance.

797. Tn cases where the planter has acquired proprietary power either
by means of lease, or putni tenure, or otherwise, does he not mitigate the rent
upon the ryot’s land generally, on condition that a portion of it be sown with
indigo *—I am not aware of any instance.

798.  On the whole, do you consider it possible, that so large a namber
of ryots could be absolutely forced to cultivate indigo for such lengthened

eriods, unless at least there were various inducements of some kind or other
gu:ld out to overcome their unwillingness ?-—If the ryots enjoyed the benefits
and protection of the law, like the English peasants or peasantry in Europe,
I should consider it impossible ; but the terror in which the ryots have been
kept sufficiently accounts for their submission ; besides that an erroneous
opion seems long to have existed among them, that the Goverqment had a
share in all their profits, and being loyal subjects, they submitted to the
present necessity : as soon as they were disabused of that opinion, up

they rose.
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799, At what time did a change in their opinion take place as to the in-

terest of the Government 10 the indigo concern #—Gradua ly, for the last 6

O mths ; light came upor light, and now they are quite sure the Government
have no interest, 88 the Magistrates have given heed to their complaints.

800, Can you trace the origin of the change which has occurred within

the last 6 months —1 cannot trace the origin, but the perwannas have had a

ot deali b0 do with it—1 mean the Lieutenant-Governor’s and Mr.

801. "Have the ryots imbibed any impression that the Government is
hostile to indigo cultivation, or that 1t desires that a fair opportunity should be
afforded to the ryots 2.1 believe the latter to be the case : I believe the ryots
entertain this opioD of Government that they will henceforth render indigo
Cultivation onal, and treat the Bengali ryots as firee subjects

o You have stated that the Maginbrwtos hiveindemitid, the ryots to s
full hearing, could you state how they are heard now, and inwhat manner they
were not heard before, 7. e. what new mode of hearing now prevails ? siFPor-

_ merly all the petitions used to be written on stamp paper, and without the

intervention of the amlas the ryots could scarcely come .
but now some of the Magistrates listen to theiryoom ]”::' ihthe Magistrate ;

803. Have not many ryots balances in their E:: o

them at the end of the year from the factory *—I g:hgzv:o s igivat ived by

ceive balances in their favour, but these are quite disproportioned tom"‘ﬁt“?‘

properly their t.clilue. ok . .-
304, Is the compulsion yous of on the £

ryot moral or physical ?_B(I)xth wﬁmm oudr e pbnm to the
805. In those cases where the ryot excess of X :

d‘oe;sa‘1 he take fresh advancgas :—He flannot}zm help hh{:ﬁ_w ﬁc;lze-;‘ wh

moral influence brought to bear upon im, thatif he refused Lo ol

would be applied. f phymcd fw

Commission adjourned at 5-30 P. M.

Tuesday, 29th May 1860.
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Reverend F. Schur’s examination. continued.

806, Mz Fergusson.] On behalf and at the desi
have to enquire whzger an yof the instances of Oppm&(:c.m:éhﬁt},ong &
vefer to that gentleman 7—Y es, the second attempt to take aWty’ the lu)d.’fz:m
my Christians occurred when he was in charge of the Nischindipore concern;

Rev. F. Schurr.
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