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directed by the Viceroy and Governor-General in Counc}l to, forward, coné
fidentially, copy of a despatch to the address of Her. Majesty’s Secret:fwy 0

State for India, No. 56, dated 3rd March 1876, submittlpg, for the sanction of
Her Majesty’s Government, whjch is still awaitedz a revised Table of Salutes to
be given to the Native Princes and Chiefs of India.

2. The despatch By Sexyp UMEMewmena . s guide in recommending
salutes for Native Chiefs whom it may be desired to' honor with that distinction
on the special occasion of the approaching Imperial Assemblage at Delhi,

No. 291.
3 No. 47, dated Simla, 5th October 1876.
From-—Government of India,
To-Secretary of State for India,

despatch No. 70 (Political), dated 18th July 1876, forwarding, for our inform-
ation, a Copy of the Queen’s Proclamation, in which the assumption by Her
Majesty of the title of Empress of India is notified to us, with the request
that this addition to the Royal Style and Titles be proclaimed throughout Her

ajesty’s Indian dominions in a manner suitable to Hep Majesty’s gracious
intentions,

2. Fully appreciating the political importance of Her Majesty’s assump-
tion of the Tmperial Title with special reference to India, we shall Spare no
pains to carry ouf adequately the wishes of Your Lordship in Couneil. It is
with satisfaction that We welcome the opportunity thus afforded ug for cele-

rating an event of such great historical Importance to this country in the
manner most calculated ¢, strengthen the ties of mutual confidence which
already bind to British Rule the Feudatory Princes anqg Chiefs of India, and to
confirm in the hearts of the Queen’s immediate Indian subjects, both European
and Native, those feelings of loyalty and attachment to Her Thorne and Person

which found sych satisfactory expression during the recent visit of His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales. .

3. To identify the Crown of England, as the recognized founteim ~e 411
honor, with the aspirations and interests of a powerfiil Nat;

people that although we “aicommand thej

~ rule through theiy attections; to surround the symbol of Imperial power with {he

‘ the sympathies of
very class s——such is the task we have undertaken. If, wity, the assistance of

» this task he successfully accomplished, we (o not

aught with benefit to the

interests of India; and we confidently hope that (the Proclamatioﬁj of Her

jesty’s Imperial Title in India, if made with due regard to jtg political im.

Portance, may not only strengthen ang elevate the influence of this Empire

over its Asiatic neighbours, but also mitigate the difficulties whijeh still beset
the course of British Administration within the limitg of the Empire itgelf,

4. Encouraged by these anticipations, we bave carefully considered the
best means of effoctively Carrying out the wishes of  Her Majesty’s Government,
a8 conveyed to us in Youpr Lordship’s g ove-mentioned despatcl ; and we now
desire to descr.be, for the information of Your Lordship in Council, the genery]
arrangements mgpe by us, up to

the present moment, in furtherance of this
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6. On the 18th ultimo, the Viceroy issued a Proclamation under his hand
_* Copy enclosed. and seal,* declaring his intention, in Vii'tue of the
(Vu];c Nos. 288-290, supra.) &UthOl’lty given by Your LOI‘dS],lip, of holting pes
Imperial Assemblage at Delhi on the 1st of January 1877, for the pur osoe of
proclaiming the new Sovereign Title in a manner worthy of its historitglf and
political importance. We *are sparing no pains to ensure the complete success
of the ceremonial thus announced, the preparations for which are exten’sive an(i

require careful elaboration. :
7. In accordance with the terms of the Viceroy’s Proclamation His
Excellency has invited all the Governors, Lieutenant-Governors, Chief bonj;
missioners, and other high Officers of Government to be present on,the oceasion
They may all be expected to attend, accompanied by those Members of thets
Administrations, Officials of high rank, Native Chiefs or Noblemen, and Heads
: of Representative Bodies under them, whose participation in the ceremonial

may contribute to the dignity of its effect.

8. In the same manner, separate invitations have been issued to the
principal Ruling Chiefs throughout India; and from the list appended to this

despatch, Your Lordship will observe that the number of those who are likely
to be present at the ceremony is much greater than could have been ordinarily
anticipated. This number includes the Nizam of Hyderabad, the Gaekwar of
Baroda, the Maharaja of Mysore, the Maharajas Scindia and Holkar, and othey
principal Chiefs from all parts of India; and, so far as our information at present
extends, the Assemblage, whether in respect to the number or importance of
the Chiefs, Princes and people who will be present at it, is likely to assume
very large dimensions.
9. In addition to the invitations above-mentioned, similar ones have been
; addressed to the Governor-General of Portuguese India, the Governor of the
3 French Settlements in India, the Chef de Service of Chandernagore, and the
[ Chief Consular Officers of Foreign Powers; and the Viceroy has likewise
%‘ invited to the Assemblage the Rulers of the Independent States surrounding
India, from whom complimentary deputations may be expected, if personal
attendance be impossible. :
10. The principal difficulty with which we have had to contend, in con-
nection with the forthcoming Assemblage, has been the question of precedence, . i
as between the various Chiefs and Nobles of India; many of whom have never 4
hitherto been brought together. "We are most anxious, and hope to be able, to
. avoid questions of this kind being raised. In order, however, to settle the =
heavy details of the ceremony within a period sufficiently early to prevent |
references, misunderstandings, or mistakes, at the last moment, we have con- :
vened a Special Committee of experienced Officers, which is now sitting at i
Simla, for the purpose of considering and submitting for our decision all j
references or.questions raised by TLocal Governments on the subject of the
Assemblage, together with such suggestions or recommendations as the Com- f
mittee itself may consider it desirable to make to us. In communication with iR i
the ahove-mentioned Committee, we have already arranged a large number of
important details connected with the construetion of the place of assemblage,
the providing of tents, the location of the various camps, and the proper recep- . ;
tion of the Chiefs and guests; we have likewise made careful provision in ;
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' regard to the necessary sanitary arrangements.
11. The precise ceremonial unas not yet been finally determined upon ; |
but the following anticipatory description of ii may give Your Lordship in
£ Council a general idea of the manner in which we proposs to. carry it out.
" 12. The Governors and other Heads of British A.dministrations: 't'(;greﬁmi’w-««\ -.

with the Chiefs, Nobles, European and Native guests, and troops, are expected \
to be present at Delhi by the 23rd of Detember, on which day the Viceroy
will malke his State entry into that city. The subsequent week will be spent
by the Viceroy in receiving and returning the visits of the Ruling Chiefs and
prineipal noblemen and gentlemen present at the Camp.
b o\ R
¢
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13. At midday, on Monday, the 1st of January, the Ass.emblage will
meet in the open plain near Delhi. The Viceroy will take his seat on a
§ raised dais in the centre; around him in front will be a circle of dais occupied
by the Governors, Heads of Administrations, Ruling Chiefs, and Euaropean ‘
and Native guests from the various Provinces of Indlq; the Native and the
Huropean not being seated, as in ordinary Durbars, in separate divisions,
but intermingled. Behind the circle in front of the Viceregal dais will be
congregated the guards and followers of the Ruling Chiefs present at Delhi.
The large open space in the rear will bo occupied by British troops with repre-
sentative detachments from the Volunteer Corps, together with lines of ele-
Phants, and separate platforms for ladies and other spectators.

5 . 14 Ruling Chiefs and Heads of Administrations will proceed to the :
' place of Assemblage in separate processions, and oceupy the places allotted to ‘

o

£ ~ them. The Viceroy will similarly proceed from his Camp to the Assemblage,

and after taking his seat on the central dais will cotmmand that the Proclama-
tion be read out in the English language. This will be followed by the
K unfurling of the Royal Standard, a Salute of 101 salvos of Artillery, a few de

‘,, Joie from the troops, and the playing of the National Anthem by the massed
; Bands of the regiments present at the Camp. The Viceroy will then address
& the Assemblage ; after which all will return to their camps in the same manner,

and with the same ceremony, as they came. The Proclamation, together with

| the Viceroy’s address, will be printed in English and Urdu, and be widely dis-

ik ‘tributed as soou after the Assemblage as possible. On the day of the Proclama-.
A tion, the Chiefs and their followers at Delhi will be entertained at the public
3 : expense, and a day’s pay will be issued to every non-commissioned officer and

e soldier in India. "The Camp will break up about the 5th of January, up to
T which time each day will be occupied in Levées, Reviews, and other spec-
tacles and entertainments of a varied character, chiefly arranged for the
amusement of the Chiefs and people.

15. Having thus briefly described, as far we are at present able to do so, -
our general plan for the ceremonial details of the Assemblage, we would now
_ indicate the forms which, if sanctioned by Her Majesty’s Government, might,
N in our opinion, be appropriately given to various personal honors of a com-

Y, memorative character, in order to mark the occasion in the recollection of all

& present as a historical event of the highest importance.

A ' 16. In the first place, wishing to avail ourselves of a favourable oppor-

B tunity for discontinuing the undesirable practice of exchanging presents at

. - meetings between Her Majesty’s Representative and the Chiefs of India, we &
&+ ~ have resolved that no such exchange shall take place on this occasion ; and 1

that, in lieu thereof, every Ruling Chief entitled to a salute, attending the
ceremony, as well as some of the principal British officials, shall be presented
by the Viceroy, in the name of the Queen, with a gold medal (to be worn
suspended from the neck by a crimson riband) on which will be engraved Her
_ Majesty’s effigy, together with an inscription, on the reverse side, in English,
. ® This fitlo to be translated and  UTdW, and Hindee, worded “ Vietoria, Empress of
hereafter known in the Hindustani © India, 1st January 1877.* Ornamental swords

‘hni!'t'se“l‘“if“"“m“d' and sword belts will be likewise presented to the
various Chiefs as personal gifts from the Viceroy. 4

17, To sach Ruling Chief entitled to a=5aluie, whether present at, or

¢ absent from, the Assemblage, the Vieeroy will also present, or cause to be

1 © uame of due ceremony, a laree i
~ banner, on one-side of which the armorial bearings of the Chigf will bo eir:gf:
stating the gift to be fro
: - Empress of India. Tq indicate more clearly the valgue wg attach toontll'ntela:g
\ : banners, the Viceroy will retain one for himself, and present similar ones to
! . the Governors of adras and Bombay, the Lieutenant-Governors of Bengal '
:  North-Western Prov,mqes, and the Punjab, and the Commander-in-Chief” in 2
- India. The banners will be carried at all future State ceremonials, We feel
: - 6 :
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i

| suro that these banners and medals will be much appreci ini

; : preciated by the

| having regard to the importance attached by Native potentates gscgi)g?lg?’
marks of distinction bestowed on them by the Moghul Emperors, - s

18. In addition to the gold medals above-mentioned,
é present silver medals to selected noblemen and gentlemen, girgggggsea;g
J Native, of each Province, and to a selected soldier of each British and Native -
Regiment, in India. Itis intended that the medals and banners shall he the
property of the recipients, but that, in the case of banners, the suceessor of
the recipient shall be entitled to carry the same or a like banner. In antici.
pation of the sanction of Your Lordship in Couneil, we have already arranged
ifor their preparation. : b4
19. At the same moment as the Proclamation is being read at Delhj
& it will be similarly read, with all due ceremory, in the Durbars of those Chiefs i
‘ who may be unavoidably absent from the ceremonial, as well ag by the prin-
cipal British authority present, in the capital of every province or distriet -
as well as in every cantonment. The effect of the ceremonial at Delhi, howeve; e
impressive it may be, will necessarily be limited to the Assemblage present :
but we deem it essential to the object in view, that the significance of thé
day shall be brought home to the heart of the whole population, leaving
behind it, even in remote localities, some grateful recollection. We therefore
propose that Durbars shall simultaneously be held by all our District Officers
throughout the Empire; and that, at these Durbars, honorary sunnuds, or
certificates of merit, shall be bestowed upon Native or European gentlemen
holding such offices as Honorary Magistrates, Members of Municipal Coma— v~ =
mittees, and the like. - This will, we believe, mark in an appreciable mann gy
the recognition by Her Majesty’s Government of the good services rendeyed
by these gentlemen to the State.
20.  We now beg to submit our views to Your Lordship in Council, as to
the more solid concessions and acts of grace which should accompany the Pr .
This subject is at once an important and a difficult one. * We haycs

(e
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clamation.
to bear in mind that such acts of grace cannot be exclusively confined to
Native Ohiefs and noblemen; and yet, on the other hand, it is by no means "

ns eanbe i

easy to suggest any form in which correspox_xding favors or concessio
.. properly or practically extended by Her Majesty’s f}ovgrngnent to tl_le European = - .
i official or non-official portion of the Queen’s Indian subjects.  Still we think
it of the highest importance toavoid any appearance of partiality in the dis-
(4 tribution of favors such as to mark a separation between the British and Native
\ K s Communities of this Empire at a time when our avowed object is to unite all
" classes and creeds in a common sentiment of enthusiastic attachment and

gratitude to the Throne. ’
21. To commence with Native Ruling Chiefs, we propose to establish a

Privy Council, directly under the Viceroy’s control, to be called the “Imperial

Privy Council,” domposed of great Princes and High officials, the range of

selection being confined to Governors, Lleutenant-Goxfernors,_ Commanders-in-
. Chief, Members of Executive Councils, selected Ruling Chiefs, and others of :
high distinction, Native or European, whom the Viceroy may appomt,.sub%e},ct i
¥ ' tothe Queen’s sanction, conveyed through Your Lordship in Council, e
E consider that admissions to this Council, especially at the first, should be ol

made under careful restrictions, and that the Coyn.cll 1.tel.f sh.ould_be c,omi,t A
. dered as entirely separate and distinct from any existing institution.

2. dv thus created would, of course, be pureflx consultative.
It W02u1d %‘zlx]x?e lr)xzigler the function nor the power of -maintaining any check.
upon the Supreme Authority and free action of the Executwe. Government of
India in its dealings with the Native States or general administration of the
affairs of the Empire; but we believe that, if judiciously organized and managed,

s co-operation of such a Council may considerably increase the prestige, and
strengthen the hands of the Government in its internal policy, as well as in its

relations with the neighbouring independent States outs1de_ the Empire. Most

7
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of the Native Princes eligible for the proposed Council are already bound to
assist Her Majesty with troops in case of war. Many of them are allowed to
et maintain military establishments by treaty rights which could only be accorded
to them as feudatory allies and loyal vassals of the Queen; all of them are
directly concerned in the renown of Her Empire, the safety of its frontiers, the
development of its commerce, the friendliness and dignity of its intercourse
with Foreign States, and the maintenance of its peace. If any one of the_se
Imperial interests were attacked or menaced, it would be their duty to assist

\ usin defending it.

23. For all these reasons, we desire to submit to the consideration of Your

Lordship in Council the favorable and appropriate character of the opportunity

~ afforded by the Proclamation of the Imperial title for giving to the Head of the

b Executive Government of India, by means of a body constltuteq in accord;mce
' with our present recommendation, special facilities of convenient occasional
consultation with the chief Native constituents of the E.m'plre ; from whose
public co-operation, within the limits here indicated, we anticipate much advan-
tage and no embarrassment. There should, in our opinion, be no fixed
periodical assembling of this Privy Council; but the attendance of some or all
of its Members, be they European or Native, should be entirely dependent on a
special summons from the Viceroy, and the deliberations of the Council should
not be public. We are hopeful that the effect of the establishment of the
Privy Council may, to a great extent, satisfy a growing want in India, as
well as public opinion in England, by associating the high English officials
-and great Ruling Chiefs more closely with the Viceroy, in the general guardian-
siip of common and Imperial interests. We think that the Members of this
Couvncil should be entitled, ex-officio, to a salute of 156 guns, and we are
die posed to suggest that they should be designated Right Honorable,” and
be entitled to the same privileges as Privy Councillors of England or Ireland.

- T'ae status of the Council, however, is 4 matter which we desire to leave en-
tirely in the hands of Her Majesty’s Government, feeling assured that they

_will share with this Government the sense of its importance to Imperial
; interests. .

24. We would only add on this subject, that our proposal is limited to
- the creation of a single Imperial Privy Council directly under the Viceroy.
We do not think it advisable at present to extend the measure to any minor H
Councils of a similar character in connection with local Governments. !

25. - It will be most desirable at the same time to initiate a Native Peerage 4
_or Libro d’oro for India, in which may be enrolled the names and ancestry of

. the Ruling Chiefs and Native Noblemen. By the establishment of an Heraldie
. College at Calcutta, with the object of authoritatively recording the ancestry
| of existing Chiefs and Princes, we have at hand a means at onee of satisfying
i a sentiment by whick the Indian nobility is strongly influenced, and of publicly
- associating with the Imperial supremacy of the British Crowh all the heredit
§ ranks and titles in which the family and national pride of the Native Aristo

. _f
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1s invested ; but which are at present more associated than is either necessary or
y desirable, with the records and traditions of antecedent dynasties.
i We attach great importance to the development of this institution ; but
<O all we 'sgl}cﬂf ab present is the general sanction of Her Majesty’s Government %
g’ ) ; to 1t§ mltlatlpn on the forthcoming occasion. The details of it, which will in
Ky :ignwlse be difficult, may be convenien tly reserved for more matured considera-;

26. In addition to the co
would be appropriate to mark t
the announcement of the addit
. recently sanctioned by Your Lord

ncessions above enumerated, we consider it
he day in the eyes of the Native Army, by -
ions of pay and other beneficial measures®
: ship in Council. We would also recommend
to the favourable consideration of Her Majesty’s Government the proposals,
herewith enclosed, for the extension of the Order of British India, which

may be announced at the same time, There are many fine old soldiers await-
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